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Dawn of the Space Age
Amateurs looking up



Radio based Satellite Tracking 

begins with Sputnik 1



Sputnik 1õs Rocket Booster Tracked 

with Video
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Leveling the Playing Field
Why amateurs look up



Transparency in the use of Space

Outer Space Treaty1967
ÅPeaceful use of Space

ÅNo weapons of mass destruction allowed

ÅCelestial bodies free from appropriation by claim of sovereignty 

Registration Convention1976
ÅSignatories shall report what they put into space to ensure transparency 

ÅBasic orbital information required

ÅPurpose of object required

US Classifies Military Satellite Orbits1984
ÅThe USA stops reporting orbital information for US and allied military missions

ÅRegistration with UN of missions often incorrect or misleading for military missions

ÅAmateurs begin monitoring military missions with more interest



The Cases of USA-53 and USA -144
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